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DeROME  FAMILY 


by 

Cleo  Goff  Wilkens 

The  Indiana -Purdue  Regional  Campus  at  Fort 
Wayne  occupies  a  part  of  the  DeRome  Reserve,  land 
granted  by  the  government  to  Princess  Maria  Chris¬ 
tina,  a  half  breed  Miami  Indian,  by  the  Miami  Treaty 
of  October  23,  1826.^  (Christina  often  spelled  Chris¬ 
tiana) 

Maria  Christina,  born  about  1798,  was  the  il¬ 
legitimate  child  of  Ca-ba-no-kay  of  the  family  of  Les 
Jambes  Croches,^  (The  Crooked  Legs)  perhaps  his 
daughter.  He  was  Chief  of  the  Miami  tribe  which  lived 
in  the  village  of  Kikapoufuoi  along  the  Wabash  River. ^ 
Maria  Christina’s  father  was  John  Christopher  Fred¬ 
erick  Graeter  of  Mackinac  and  Vincennes,  who  was 
the  first  of  his  family  to  come  to  America  and  was  in 
Knox  County,  Indiana  as  early  as  1772.  A  native  of 
Alsace-Lorraine,  he  engaged  in  fur  trade  at  Mackinac 
where  he  held  considerable  property  around  the  year 
1800.^  Eventually  he  settled  in  Vincennes  where  his 
daughter  Maria  Christina  must  have  joined  him .  ^ 

Nothing  is  known  of  the  meeting  of  Maria 
Christina  and  Charles  Henry  DeRome.  Mr.  DeRome, 
born  in  Canada  about  1784,  was  apparently  well  edu¬ 
cated,  spoke  French,  Miami  and  English.  Applying 
for  United  States  citizenship  on  August  26,  1818  in 
Vincennes,  he  designated  himself  as  a  former  British 
subject. ^  They  were  married  in  Vincennes,  Indiana 
on  June  20,  1820  in  the  church  of  St.  Francis  Xavier,  ^ 
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but  had  obtained  their  civil  license  to  wed  in  Crawford 
County,  Illinois,  June  3,  1820.^  In  the  old  church  of 
Vincennes  there  is  a  document,  dated  1820,  wherein 
Mr.  Graeter  asked  that  the  wife  of  DeRome  be  re¬ 
garded  NOT  as  his  illegitimate  daughter  but  rather  as 
his  NATURAL  child  and  that  she  be  given  his  name  of 
Graeter. 

William  Polk,  in  1826,  interceded  with  John 
Tipton  for  the  DeRome  family  asking  that  they  be  given 
a  reserve  of  land  in  behalf  of  Maria  Christina.  His 
letter  to  Tipton  follows: 


Vincennes,  9-14-1826 

Sir:  this  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Charles  H. 
DeRome  of  Vincennes  whose  wife  Maria  Christina  is 
a  half  breed  of  the  Miami  Indians  of  the  family  of  the 
late  Chief  Jambes  Croches  her  mother's  name  Ca-ba- 
no-kay.  Mr.  DeRome  attends  the  treaty  in  Hopes  of 
obtaining  a  Reserve  in  behalf  of  his  wife,  any  advice 
you  can  Render  him  not  incompatible  with  your  duty 
as  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  will  be  an  act  of 
Benevolence  as  Mr.  DeRome  is  in  but  moderate  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  has  four  helpless  children  dependant 
on  his  Exertions  your  attention  to  this  case  will  be 
acknowledged  as  a  favour  by  your  friend  and  Humble^ 


William  Polke 


By  the  Articles  of  a  Treaty  of  October  23,  1826, 
made  and  concluded  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mississin- 
ewa  at  its  junction  with  the  Wabash,  State  of  Indiana, 
between  Lewis  Cass,  James  B.  Ray  and  John  Tipton- - 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Chiefs  and  Warriors  of  the  Miami  Tribe  of  Indi¬ 
ans.  By  Article  3  and  the  schedule  of  grants: 
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there  shall  be  granted  to  the  children  of  Maria  Chris¬ 
tina  DeRome,  a  half  blood  Miami  and  to  their  heirs 
one  section  of  land  between  the  Maumee  and  St.  Joseph 
Rivers,  but  the  land  so  granted  shall  never  be  con¬ 
veyed  without  the  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States . ^ 


This  DeRome  section  consisted  of  640  acres 
of  land,  with  the  exception  of  200  acres  running  par¬ 
allel  to  the  river  for  ’’quanity.”  It  was  on  the  South 
East  bank  of  the  St.  Joseph  River,  Township  31  North. 
Range 24  East,  2nd  Meridian,  Allen  County,  Indiana.  u 

In  1827  DeRome  had  inserted  an  ad  in  the 
Western  Sun  and  General  Advertiser  paper  of  Vin¬ 
cennes,  to  the  effect  that  he  would  open  a  French 
school  for  children  as  soon  as  the  subscription  list 
’’will  enable.” ^ 

Maria  Christina’s  father  died  June  16,  1828 
and  thru  a  nuncupative  will  left  his  entire  property  to 
her  and  her  family.  ^  Four  witnesses  stated  that  Mr. 
Graeter  took  DeRome’ s  hand  in  his  and  made  him  re¬ 
peat  a  promise  to  take  good  care  of  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren.  At  that  time  there  were  five  children  named  in 
the  will  as  Adelia,  Frederick,  Henry,  Washington  and 
Solomon.  The  witnesses  were:  Pierre  Laplante,  Hya¬ 
cinth  Laselle,  Manassah  Brown  and  Zachariah  Pullian. 
This  inheritance  enabled  the  family  to  travel  to  Allen 
County  to  their  claim,  in  1829. 

Here  Mr.  DeRome  became  more  interested  in 
clerical  capacities  in  the  village  and  the  fort  than  in 
the  improvement  of  the  reserve.  ^  The  land  was 
really  his  in  trust  only  and  this  led  to  confusion  and 
perhaps  injustice.  He  had  himself  appointed  guardian 
of  his  minor  children  (in  Court  records,  all  minors 
under  21  were  recorded  as  infants).  By  this  time  De- 
Rome  was  hopelessly  in  debt  and  160  acres  of  land 
were  ordered  sold  by  the  Probate  Court  to  pay  for  the 
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support  of  the  children  and  the  improvement  of  the 
remaining  land.  It  was  auctioned  off  to  Henry  Johns 
on  January  31,  1834  for  $3.07  per  acre,  totaling 

$491.20,  an  amount  which  barely  covered  his  indebt¬ 
edness.  At  this  time  he  petitioned  the  President,  An¬ 
drew  Jackson,  for  permission  to  sell  land  without 
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gaining  the  consent  of  the  United  States. 

In  1841  the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  Allen  County  Circuit  Court,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  having  refused  to  condone  the 
transaction  of  this  SouthWest  Quarter  section  since 
the  deed  lacked  proper  identification:  it  had  not  set 
forth  the  "meets  and  bounds”  or  locality  of  the  land. 

In  February  1869  two  prominent  Allen  County 
citizens,  Christian  Parker  and  Henry  J.  Rudisill  pe¬ 
titioned  for  the  right  of  the  DeRome  children’s  inheri¬ 
tance  to  be  sold  without  having  to  gain  permission  of 
the  United  States.^  They  claimed  before  Mayor 
Henry  Sharp  of  Fort  Wayne,  that  the  children  were 
now  well  educated  enough  to  make  their  own  decisions. 
It  was  not  until  the  Woodrow  Wilson  administration 
however,  on  June  19,  1920  that  this  right  was  given 
them  .  By  then  many  of  the  original  family  were  gone. 

Maria  Christina  Graeter  DeRome  died  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1846.  Little  is  written  about  her  outside  of  the 
repeated  fact  that  the  land  reserve  was  gained  because 
of  her  Miami  relationship  and  that  her  father’s  kind¬ 
ness  had  financed  them  to  a  certain  extent.  Her  hus¬ 
band,  who  was  some  fourteen  years  older  than  she, 
apparently  "took  over”  and  left  to  her  the  task  of  rais¬ 
ing  their  ten  children.  One  neighbor,  William  Parker, 
stated  that  he  had  often  seen  her  and  knew  her  well. 
Mr.  DeRome  died  February  4,  1850.  The  first  five 
of  their  children  were  born  in  Vincennes,  the  second 
five  in  Allen  County.  ^  They  were: 

Adelia,  born  November  27,  1821,  married  September 

11,  1841  to  John  Francis  Creditor  and  had 


4 


Charles  H.,  Mary  F . ,  Edward  H.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth. 

Frederick,  born  about  1823,  married  an  English  girl, 
Lucy  Eaton,  October  2,  1854  and  had  Harriet 
A.,  Maria  C.,  Frederick,  Jr.  and  moved  to 
Lynn  County,  Kansas  after  1860. 

Henry  Leo,  born  about  1825,  died  April  3,  1848. 

George  Washington,  born  about  1827. 

Solomon  Raphael,  '  born  about  1829,  married  Mary 
Mooney  and  died  July  28,  1895.  Their  children 
were  Anna,  Rose,  Adele  and  Charles.  De¬ 
scendants  of  Anna  still  living  in  Ft.  Wayne  are 
Jack  B.,  Arthur  J.,  Jr.,  Jack  B.,  Jr.,  Robert 
and  William  Schreck.  Mrs.  Robert  Muldoon, 
Stephen  D.  Muldoon,  Miss  Charlotte  Sigl  and 
Edward  DeRome  Sigl  are  Ft.  Wayne  descen¬ 
dants  thru  Adele. 

David  Joseph,  born  about  1831,  died  early,  no  issue. 

Elizabeth,  born  about  1833. 

Rosabelle,  born  about  1834,  married  October  19,  1856 
to  William  Davis. 

Adaline,  born  about  1836,  married  January  15,  1856 
to  Henry  Fourtlick.  Rosabelle  and  Adaline 
moved  to  Southern  Ohio. 

Emaline,  born  about  1840. 
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APPENDIX 


According  to  the  ” Miami  Nation  of  Indians  of 
the  State  of  Indiana,  Inc. ,  "  Chief  Jambes  Croches  (the 
name  sometimes  written  LaCroix)  and  his  descendants 
were  not  of  the  Miami  tribe.  They  objected  to  the 
descendants  of  the  Chief  having  received  payment 
from  the  government  on  the  1859  and  1860  pay  rolls. 

However,  by  the  signing  of  the  Articles  of 
Treaty,  October  23,  1826,  entered  into  between  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  and  the  Chiefs 
and  Warriors  of  the  Miami  Tribe  of  Indians,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Maria  Christina  DeRome  (named  as  a  half 
breed  Miami)  were  granted  land.  The  Indians,  by 
signing  this  treaty  accepted  the  fact  that  she  was  of 
the  Miami  Tribe. 

This  Treaty  was  negotiated  at  the  same  site  as 
the  known  location  of  Chief  Jambes  Croches.  This 
place  was  also  the  home  of  the  Wea  Indians,  a  tribe 
considered  to  be  a  separate  band  of  the  Miamis. 
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